Joint Statement Between the People’s Republic of China,
the Republic of India and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
on the 60th Anniversary of the Announcement of
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence

On 28th June 2014, H.E. Xi Jinping, President of the People’s
Republic of China, H.E. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee, President of the
Republic of India, and H.E. U Thein Sein, President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar attended the conference on commemorating the
60th anniversary of the announcement of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence held in Beijing. The heads of state reviewed the historical
significance and far-reaching impact of the announcement of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, believing that these principles are
still important and relevant in today’s world. Upon the conclusion of the
conference, the three countries issued the Joint Statemenf on the 60th
Anniversary of the Announcement of the Five Principles of Peacefil

Coexistence (the Bejjing Statement) as follows:

I

1. The Parties recalled the visit by H.E. Zhou Enlai, Premier of the
People’s Republic of China, to India and Myanmar in June 1954, and
the joint statement issued separately with H.E. Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime
Minister of the Republic of India and H.E. U Nu, Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar, which initiated the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, namely mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial
:intf:grity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in each other’s

internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence,




and reaffirmed that these principles were to be applied to their relations

with other countries in Asia and the world.

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were then written into
the Declaration on Promotion of World Peace and Cooperation of the
First Asian-African Conference in April 1955, the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in Accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations of the UN General Assembly in 1970, and the Charter of Rights
and Obligations of National Economies of the UN General Assembly in
1974, and became basic norms of international relations and

international law widely accepted by the international community.

2. The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence reflected the
aspirations of the Asian and other developing countries to achieve
independence, and the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, and complied with the historical trend téwards peace
and development as well as the common interests of all peoples. Despite
the test of international vicissitudes over the past 60 years, the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence has been widely accepted and
observed by the international community as a basic norm governing
state-to-state relations, and made important contribution to world peace

and human progress.

I
3. The Parties agreed that given the underlying trend towards a
multi-polar world and economic globalization, countries have grown
increasingly inter-connected and inter-dependent, and peace,

development and win-win cooperation has become the trend of the times.
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* A large number of emerging markets and developing countries have
accelerated their modernization and the international order continues to
move towards the direction that is conducive to peace and development
of the world. Meanwhile, with profound adjustment in the global
political and economic landscape, uncertainties and destabilizing factors
increased, and new forms of hegemonism, power politics and
neo-interventionism have emerged. Traditional and non-traditional
security threats are intertwined, and food security, climate change and
other global issues have become more prominent. To maintain peace and

promote common development remains a long and uphill journey.

Given the new situation, to advocate and practice the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence is of great importance to upholding
international equity and justice, and to maintaining world peace and
stability. With its universal applicability and strong vitality, the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence will continue to help guide the
friendly relations among countries, set out the boundary for countries to
exercise their justifiable rights and fulfill their responsibilities, and
provide effective ways for countries to peacefully resolve problems left
from history and international disputes, and create favorable conditions
for developing countries to safeguard their interests and to promote
win-win cooperation and commén development, and lay down the
fundamentals for establishing a more just and reasonable international

order.

m
4. As countries that jointly initiated the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, China, India and Myanmar have been promotiﬁg their

gooé—neighborliness, friendship and cooperation under the guidance of
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! the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which has brought benefits
to their countries and peoples, and made important contribution to peace,

stability and development of Asia and the world at large.

On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the announcement of the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, China, India and Myanmar are
determined to carry forward the spirit of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence by consolidating and advancing their friendly relations and
cooperation; following the path of peaceful development and promoting
peace, stability and prosperity in the region; advocating a fair,
democratic and harmonious world order, and working together to build
security assurances, share the results of development, and usher in a

brighter future.

5. On the basis of the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,
namely mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual
non-aggression, non-interference in each other’s interﬁal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence”, the Parties

emphasized their willingness to propose the following:

(1) To uphold sovereign equality. Sovereign equality is a universal
principle that applies to all countries, and sovereignty and territorial
integrity brooks no violation. All countries, big or small, rich or poor,
strong or weak, are equals. We respect each other’s social system,
ideology and dévelopment path, and respect each other’s core interests
and major concerns. We insist in non-interference in the internal affairs of
other countries, and oppose the act to subvert the legitimate government
of other countries. Fully respecting the diversity of civi[iz.aﬁons,. we will

increase dialogue among civilizations, cultures and religions, and
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~ encourage inclusiveness, mutual-learning and common development of
different civilizations through seeking common ground while shelving

differences.

(2) To achieve win-win cooperation. We will enhance mutually
beneficial cooperation and build a community of shared destiny with
common progress and development interests shared by all. We will
endeavor to build and improve the global economic and trade system that
is open, cooperative and win-win in nature, and oppose trade and
investment protectionism in all forms. We will promote sustainable
economic, social and environmental progress, so that benefits of
development would be shared by all people in a better and more equitable
way. We will deepen regional cooperation in Asia, and work together to
build the Silk Road economic belt and the 21st century maritime Silk
Road, and advance the BCIM Economic Corridor.

(3) To pursue common security. We encourage all ﬁountries to
follow the path of peaceful.developmenl, and advocate common,
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security. We are committed
to mutual non-aggression, and to resolving differences and disputes
peacefully through dialogue and consultation. We oppose the use or the
threat of force, oppose war or aégression, and oppose terrorism in all
manifestations. We will build an open, transparent and equal-footed
security cooperation architecture for the Asia-Pacific and jointly uphold

world peace and security.

(4) To uphold fairness and justice. We will promote democracy in
international relations and advocate that the destiny of the world should
be decided by people of all countries. We firmly oppose hegemonism,
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power politics, and the practice of the strong bullying the weak or the
rich oppressing the poor. We stand for the authority and seriousness of
international law and international order, and oppose double standards.
Guided by the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and
the principle of cooperation, we will firmly uphold the legitimate rights
and interests of the developing countries. We support the G20, Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, BRICS, ASEAN, SAARC and others in
playing an active role in international affairs. We will work to move the

international order towards a more just and reasonable direction.

(5) To advocate a multi-polar world. We will actively promote a
multi-polar world, and encourage the harmonious coexistence among
various forces. We will enhance the solidarity and cooperation among the
developing countries, and support the efforts to increase representation
and voice of the developing countries in international affairs. We need to
increase mutual understanding and cooperation between the developed
and developing countries, build new types of relations among big
countries, and foster new diplomatic concepts and principles on the basis

of inclusiveness, cooperation and diversity.

6. The Parties believe that enshrined with new elements of our times,
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence will display stronger vitality.
The Parties stand ready to work with other peace-loving countries and
peoples to practice and enhance the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, and establish a new type of international relations featuring
equality, trust, inclusiveness, mutual learning and win-win cooperation,

and make new contribution to peace and progress of the mankind.
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/ BCIM Economic Corridor (Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmarr)

€/ G20

20

>J/ saArRC (South Asian Association for Re gional Cooperation)

—/ Shanghai Cooperation Or ganization (SCO)

2/ 21" Century Maritime Silk Road
2/ BRICS

°

=/ Silk Road Economic Belt
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